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 Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against 
this man.”  
 But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in 
Galilee and has come all the way here.” 
 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. When he learned that Jesus was 
under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 
 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been 
wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform some 
miracle. He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. The chief priests and 
the teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing him. Then Herod and his 
soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 
(NIV84) 
 
 Pilate finally saw an escape route. He’d been on the horns of a dilemma. The Jewish 
Sanhedrin had brought him a man named Jesus--a man who was clearly not at all the criminal 
they were making him out to be. But they were quite insistent that he be put to death. 
 So now Pilate had to decide between doing the right thing—letting Jesus go—and 
dealing with the repercussions from the Jewish leaders, and doing the expedient thing—giving 
in to the Sanhedrin to keep the peace in Jerusalem—and dealing with his conscience.  
 What to do, what to do?  
 And then in the midst of his deliberating, those accusing Jesus say, “He started in 
Galilee…” (Luke 23:5) Suddenly Pilate has the out he was looking for! He doesn’t have to do 
anything! Instead he can pass this political hot potato named Jesus over to Herod, the 
king/tetrarch of Galilee! 
 Better still—and really, how fortuitous was this!—Herod just happens to be in town for 
the Passover, staying in his palace just a couple stones’ throws away. 
 So off Jesus goes to Herod. And he goes with lots of company. Of course he goes with 
soldiers, but he also goes with the Sanhedrin. They wanted to be there when Jesus and Herod 
met—because they knew what kind of a man Herod was. 
 He’s not the Herod from early on in the gospels—the one who slaughtered baby boys in 
and around Bethlehem in a futile—and unnecessary—attempt to kill the one he thought was a 
threat to his throne. That was Herod the Great.  
 This Herod is his son, Herod Antipas. After Herod the Great died, his kingdom was 
divided among his four sons, and Herod Antipas got the region of Galilee. 
 From the Bible we know that he spent some time listening to John the Baptist, but he 
didn’t like what John had to say about his immoral and illegal marriage to the former wife of his 
half-brother, so he imprisoned him and eventually had him beheaded at the request of his 
stepdaughter Herodias. (Matthew 14:1-11) 



 We know that after this, he heard reports of the miracles that Jesus was doing, and he 
wondered if perhaps Jesus was John the Baptist risen from the dead (maybe even come to 
exact revenge on Herod)?  (John 14:1) He even tried to see Jesus (Luke 9:9), but was apparently 
unsuccessful. (We might imagine that the reason for this was that Jesus was unresponsive to 
Herod’s invitations, and Herod was too proud to go looking for Jesus.) 
 He probably had some skill and craftiness as a politician, for Jesus at one point referred 
to Herod as a “fox” (Luke 13:32). Secular history seems to confirm that by suggesting that he 
had designs on someday ruling all the land that his father had ruled. 
 And yet it also tells us that Herod was a frivolous pleasure-seeker, a playboy king, 
perhaps a little unpredictable. So it’s no wonder that the Jewish leaders went along to make 
sure that Herod didn’t release Jesus with a casually handed down, disinterested verdict. 
 But in reality, Herod was actually very interested. The Bible tells us that he was “greatly 
pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to see him.”  
 Living as we do today, in a world where so many people aren’t particularly interested in 
seeing Jesus, we might become somewhat hopeful when someone—even if it’s Herod—actually 
wants to see Jesus. Because we know that people need to see their Savior, believe in him, and 
be saved. 
 That’s not why Herod wanted to see Jesus. 
 Herod wanted to see a demonstration of the power about which he had heard so much. 
Remember, Herod had never seen Jesus face-to-face. And at that point in history, that was the 
only way for him to see Jesus. There was no YouTube that Herod could go to and see video 
footage from Peter’s cellphone of Jesus walking on water. Many, many of Herod’s subjects had 
been privileged to see Jesus’ miracles—(or tricks…or whatever they were…Herod didn’t know 
for sure, but he wanted to find out for himself)—but Herod himself had been shut out. 
 No wonder that Herod was “greatly pleased” when he saw Jesus. He had the ancient 
version of David Copperfield right there in his living room! 
 I do wonder if Herod was taken aback when he actually saw Jesus, though. He was, after 
all, a beaten figure with lacerated face and back, dirty garments, unwashed feet, swollen eyes.  
 You can imagine Herod thinking, "This is who the crowds flock to? This is the person 
who causes people to miss meals in order to be in his presence? This guy? I’m not seeing it.”  
 Herod wouldn’t have been the first person to look at Jesus and be disappointed with 
what he saw. After the feeding of the 5000, people looked at Jesus and wanted to see a meal 
ticket and maybe even a champion to drive out the Romans. Jesus indicated that he wasn’t 
either of those.  
 Still, Herod figured he’d at least give Jesus a chance to show him something.  
 But there was just one problem. Jesus wasn’t interested in being a circus act. He refused 
to jump through Herod’s hoops, declined to do any tricks, and didn’t even speak—even when 
Herod “plied him with many questions.” 
 Whatever questions were included in Herod’s barrage, I doubt very much that anything 
of a spiritual nature was included. I doubt very much that Herod asked Jesus if he was the Son 
of God. Had that been the case, Jesus surely would have answered—as he had when asked by 
the Sanhedrin (Luke 22:70) and as he did when asked similar questions by Pontius Pilate (John 
18:33-37).  



 I would guess they were questions along the lines of, “How do you perform miracles? Do 
you do them on your own, or does some higher power tell you do them? Are they even 
miracles at all—come on, you can tell me? If they’re tricks, if they’re done by sleight of hand 
and optical illusion, what are your secrets?” 
 I’d guess that he not only plied Jesus with questions, but also with offers and promises. 
Perhaps Herod had even played the card that Pilate played that morning—the “I have the 
power to free you” card. (Cf. John 19:10) Perhaps Herod even promised Jesus he would be 
released if he would just do a miracle.  
 What Herod got in response was nothing. He was hoping for a trained seal, balancing 
balls on his nose in return for a herring—and gotten nothing. So Herod decided that since he’d 
seen nothing (in fact, he heard nothing either—other than a scorching rebuke of silence) he’d 
also seen enough. So he and his soldiers “saw” that Jesus was only good for one thing—so they 
“ridiculed and mocked” Jesus, finishing it off by dressing him in an “elegant robe” before 
sending him back to Pilate. 
 And in doing so he confirmed himself to be a frivolous, pleasure-seeking playboy king 
who was far too shallow to see the depths of Jesus. He wanted to see the razzle and the 
dazzle—but he didn’t want to listen to any words. He wanted to marvel at the bells and the 
whistles—but he didn’t want to delve into the substance.  
 It’s a shameful display, the way Herod treated Jesus, the expectations that Herod had of 
Jesus, the demands he made of Jesus, and the way he reacted when those demands were not 
met. 
 It’s shameful, but hardly a one-of-a-kind display. 
 The irony of people who claim that they want to see Jesus but either fail to truly 
see/understand him or else reject what they see still exists today. 
 People still want to “see Jesus.” But what so many of them mean is that they want him 
to perform for them, to fulfill whatever request they have, at exactly the time and in exactly the 
way that they demand. And if he doesn’t, then they’ll show him! They’ll do exactly as Herod did 
and reject him! Many are the one-time Christians who claim to have “lost their faith” due to the 
way God “failed” to help them in their time of need or “failed” to give them what they wanted. 
Such people claim to have “lost their faith”, but such terminology puts the blame on God rather 
than where it belongs—on themselves—for they did not lose their faith, but instead rejected 
the object of their faith, rejected Jesus. 
 Have you ever prayed to Jesus in such a way, telling him more than asking, commanding 
him to shape himself into the image that you wish to see? “If you really care about me, here’s 
what you’ll do for me, and here’s when you’ll do it.” Or maybe it takes the form more of 
enticing him to contort himself into what shape you wish to see. “I know you want me to do 
this or that thing in my Christian life. I will—if you do such and such for me.”  
 It’s an insulting and demeaning approach to take toward the one who created us, and 
our desire to reshape Jesus into what we would like to see, rather than being satisfied with 
seeing Jesus as he is makes us worthy of silence from Jesus—silence for all eternity.  
 But although Jesus sees us with a clarity that is frightening, he does not remain in 
silence toward us. Instead, he has assured us that he has forgiven us all of our sins, and that 
therefore when he sees you now, he sees something beautiful and holy in his sight. What 
comfort to know that Jesus sees us in such a way! 



 
 But really, don’t you still feel a little like Herod? Herod was disappointed that he didn’t 
have a stunning, jaw-dropping, awe-inspiring encounter with Jesus. Wouldn’t you like to see a 
little more when you see Jesus? Do you find yourself looking for, yearning for some stunning, 
jaw-dropping, awe-inspiring encounter with Jesus? Do you want to feel something big? Do you 
want your attendance in Jesus’ house to be earth-shaking (maybe literally)? Maybe not rolling 
around on the floor and speaking in tongues, but…well, something! 
 If so, you’re missing it just like Herod missed it. The personal encounter with Jesus, the 
stunning, jaw-dropping, awe-inspiring encounter with Jesus comes every time we get together 
for worship. It comes not through his tricks, but through his Word.  
 To hear that we will not receive an eternal scorching rebuke in Hell—that’s stunning. To 
read that Jesus walked silently back to Pilate’s palace to be condemned to death on the cross, 
where he would pay for the sins of the world—including our sins of treating Jesus as though he 
exists for our amusement and selfish gratification—that’s jaw-dropping. To hear that his reason 
for doing this was his love for me—that’s awe-inspiring. To have him give me the very body and 
blood with which he won my salvation—that’s personal. 
 Do you want to see Jesus? See him in the Bible.  
 One day, of course, you will literally see Jesus. On Judgment Day he will come in a 
display of power and majesty that will dwarf anything that Herod had been hoping for. 
Stunning, jaw-dropping, awe-inspiring—Jesus’ return to earth accompanied by his holy angels 
and the trumpet call of God will be all of these things.  
 And from that moment on you will always be able to see Jesus. We will see him 
perfectly with the eyes of faith, and we will see him perfectly with these eyes (the ones on our 
face) as well. Job said, “In my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and 
not another. How my heart yearns within me!” (Job 19:26-27)  
 When we see Jesus as he is, he won't need to do a thing for us. He’ll already have done 
everything for us—living for us, dying for us, rising from the dead for us, preparing a place in 
heaven for us, and coming back to take us there.  
 We won’t need him to do a miracle. We won't even need him to say anything. We’ll just 
need him to...be. Because simply seeing Jesus—that will be more than enough to fascinate, 
more than enough to satisfy us. How my heart yearns within me to see Jesus! Amen. 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  
This must have been infuriating to Herod—because Herod knew exactly what Jesus was saying 
by his silence. “Your questions—and you—do not deserve/are not worthy of an answer.” It was 
a silent, and yet scorching, rebuke to Herod for playing games with high and holy things. 
 And if that was going to be Jesus’ response, then Herod was done with Jesus. If Jesus 
wasn’t going to be his trained seal, balancing balls on his nose in return for some herring, then 
Herod had no use for him.  
  
 
 Herod blew his one encounter with Jesus. He didn’t understand—nor did he attempt 
to—he didn’t understand who Jesus was or what he was really about. Therefore all he got out 
of his encounter with Jesus was a few fleeting minutes of fun. 
 When we encounter Jesus, may we not blow it. May we listen to his Word and rejoice at 
the forgiveness and certainty of eternal life that it brings. Amen. 
 
 
He wanted to see Jesus--but only the Jesus that he had created in his own mind. 
 
You can imagine Herod thinking, "This is who the crowds flock to? This is the person who causes 
people to miss meals in order to be in his presence? This guy? I don't want to see him anymore-
-because he bores me."  
 
People today want to see Jesus. In fact, they even claim to have seen him. But although they 
have seen a fair amount about him, they haven't really seen him. They've only seen him as a 
Teacher, as someone who tells us how to live. (And even in that area, they haven't seen all of 
him, choosing to have something of a pick and choose approach to his teachings.) They have 
failed to see him as the Savior. 
 
Today we want to see Jesus. But we too don't want to see all of him. We certainly don't want to 
listen to everything that he says. And we only want to see him when we want to see him. When 
we tire of him and his Word, we are like Herod and desire to send him away, out of sight and 
out of mind and out of conscience.  
 
It's ironic that Herod wanted to see Jesus. As someone who had put John the Baptist to death, 
he shouldn't have been too interested in seeing his cousin, Jesus. And as an unrepentant sinner, 
Jesus should have been the last person that Herod wanted to see.  
 
On Judgment Day, there will be a lot of people who see Jesus. But many of them will not want 
to--even though he will come with a display of power and majesty that is far greater than he 
showed to Herod. 
 



 
Have you ever had a once-in-a-lifetime chance and blown it? Maybe you didn’t even realize at 
the time what you had, and as a result you spent your opportunity on worthless things—and 
now it’s too late. This evening Herod has just such an opportunity—and blows it. 

 The crossroad Jesus walks this evening is a short one—maybe a mile or so round-trip. It 
begins at Pontius Pilate’s palace, where Pilate has had an unpleasant start to his day. The 
Jewish Sanhedrin has shown up at his doorstep before Pilate could even pour himself a bowl of 
Wheaties, and they are quite agitated. They’ve brought this man Jesus to him—a man who, by 
all appearances, is not at all the criminal they are making him out to be. But they are quite 
insistent that this man be put to death. 
 And this means that Pilate is on the horns of a dilemma. He can either listen to his 
conscience, do the right thing, and let Jesus go, or he can listen to his self-interest, keep the 
peace in Jerusalem by giving in to the Sanhedrin, or he can listen to his pride, reassert himself 
as ruler, and tell the Jews exactly what they could do with their commands. 
 What to do, what to do?  
 And then in the midst of his deliberating, the perfect solution appears to him. Those 
accusing Jesus say, “He started in Galilee…” They just gave Pilate the out he was looking for! 
Pilate doesn’t have to do anything! He doesn’t have to make a decision! Instead he can pass 
this political hot potato named Jesus over to Herod, the king/tetrarch of Galilee! 
 Better still—and really, how fortuitous was this!—Herod just happens to be in town for 
the Passover, staying in his palace just a couple stone’s throws away. 
 So off Jesus goes to Herod. And he goes with lots of company. Of course he goes with 
soldiers, but he also goes with the Sanhedrin. You might remember that last Wednesday we 
talked about the passion of Jesus’ enemies and how they set aside everything else—even 
putting their Passover celebrations on hold—in order to ensure that this Jesus would be put to 
death. 
 With that kind of passion, there was no way that they weren’t going to be there when 
Jesus appeared before Herod. After all, they knew what kind of a man Herod was. 
 What kind of a man was Herod? Who was Herod? 
 He’s not the Herod from early on in the gospels—the one who slaughtered baby boys in 
and around Bethlehem in a futile—and unnecessary—to kill the one who he though was a 
threat to his throne. That was Herod the Great.  
 This Herod is his son, Herod Antipas. After Herod the Great died, his kingdom was 
divided among his four sons, and Herod Antipas got the region of Galilee. 
 We know some things about him from the Bible, and we know some things about him 
from secular history. We know that he spent some time listening to John the Baptist, but he 
didn’t like what John had to say about his illicit marriage, so he imprisoned him and eventually 
had him beheaded at the request of his stepdaughter Herodias. (Matthew 14:1-11) 
 We know that after this, he heard reports of the miracles that Jesus was doing, and he 
wondered if perhaps Jesus was John the Baptist risen from the dead (and perhaps come to 
exact revenge on Herod)?  (John 14:1) He even tried to see Jesus (Luke 9:9), but was apparently 
unsuccessful. (We might imagine that the reason for this was that Jesus was unresponsive to 
Herod’s invitations, and Herod was too proud to go looking for Jesus.) 



 He probably had some skill and craftiness as a politician, for Jesus at one point referred 
to Herod as a “fox” (Luke 13:32). Secular history tells us that he may have had designs on 
someday ruling all the land that his father had ruled. 
 Secular history also tells us that Herod was a frivolous pleasure-seeker, a playboy king, 
perhaps a little unpredictable. So it’s no wonder that the Jewish leaders went along to make 
sure that Herod didn’t release Jesus with a casually handed down verdict. 
 The wisdom of their action is shown by Herod’s actions once Jesus arrived. It soon 
became clear that Herod had no real interest in acting as a king, no interest in making sure that 
justice was done. 
 Nope, Herod was just interested in finally seeing Jesus with his own eyes and seeing a 
demonstration of the power about which he had heard so much. Remember, Herod had never 
seen Jesus face-to-face. And at that point in history, that was the only way for him to see Jesus. 
There was no YouTube that Herod could go to and see video footage from Peter’s cellphone of 
Jesus walking on water. Many, many of Herod’s subjects had been privileged to see Jesus’ 
miracles—or tricks, or whatever they were—but Herod had been shut out. 
 No wonder that Herod was “greatly pleased” when he saw Jesus. He had the ancient 
version of David Copperfield right there in his living room! 
 But there was just one problem. Jesus refused to be Herod’s trained monkey. He 
refused to jump through Herod’s hoops, declined to do any tricks, and in fact even refused to 
speak—even when Herod “plied him with many questions.” 
 I don’t know what questions Herod asked Jesus, but we can guess at their general 
content. I would expect that they were questions along the lines of, “How do you perform 
miracles? Do you do them on your own, or does some higher power tell you do them? Are they 
even miracles at all—come on, you can tell me? If they’re tricks, if they’re done by sleight of 
hand and optical illusion, what are your secrets?” 
 Whatever questions were included in Herod’s barrage, I doubt very much that anything 
of a spiritual nature was included. I doubt very much that Herod asked Jesus if he was the Son 
of God. Had that been the case, Jesus surely would have answered—as he had when asked by 
the Sanhedrin (Luke 22:70) and as he did when asked similar questions by Pontius Pilate (John 
18:33-37).  
 But Herod just wanted one thing—a show—and he was bound and determined to get it, 
perhaps not only plying Jesus with questions, but also with offers and promises. Perhaps Herod 
had even played the card that Pilate played that morning—the “I have the power to free you” 
card. Perhaps Herod even promised Jesus a “get out of jail free” card if he would just do a 
miracle.  
 But Jesus responded with absolute silence. This must have been infuriating to Herod—
because Herod knew exactly what Jesus was saying by his silence. “Your questions—and you—
do not deserve/are not worthy of an answer.” It was a silent, and yet scorching, rebuke to 
Herod for playing games with high and holy things. 
 And if that was going to be Jesus’ response, then Herod was done with Jesus. If Jesus 
wasn’t going to be his trained seal, balancing balls on his nose in return for some herring, then 
Herod had no use for him.  
 Well, actually there was one use for him. If Jesus wouldn’t entertain him by doing tricks, 
then Jesus would entertain him by serving as the butt of their jokes.  



 As Herod looked at Jesus, as he walked around this beaten figure with his lacerated face 
and back, his dirty soiled garments, his unwashed feet, and his swollen eyes, he found 
something comical about him. The very notion that this mess of a man standing before him was 
a king was funny. 
 A king! Really! Fine, then a king he would be! So they dressed him in an “elegant 
robe”—and ridiculed and mocked him. When they were done, when Herod had gotten what he 
wanted (sort of, anyway) from Jesus, he sent this political hot potato back to Pilate. 
 It’s a shameful display, the way Herod treated Jesus, the expectations that Herod had of 
Jesus, the demands he made of Jesus, and the way he reacted when those demands were not 
met. 
 It’s shameful, but hardly a one-of-a-kind display. 
 People still want Jesus to do whatever trick they want, to fulfill whatever request they 
have, at exactly the time and in exactly the way that they demand. And if he doesn’t, then 
they’ll fix his wagon! They’ll do exactly as Herod did and reject him! Many are the one-time 
Christians who claim to have “lost their faith” due to the way God “failed” to help them in their 
time of need or “failed” to give them what they wanted. Such people claim to have “lost their 
faith”, but such terminology puts the blame on God rather than where it belongs—on 
themselves—for they did not lose their faith, but instead rejected the object of their faith, 
rejected Jesus. 
 Have you ever prayed to Jesus in such a way, telling him more than asking, perhaps even 
inclined to say to him, “If you really want to show me that you care about me, then you’ll…”? Or 
have you prayed to him conditionally, saying that if he does this thing for you, then you’ll 
respond by doing (fill in the blank) for him—but if he doesn’t “come through” for you here, 
then all bets are off. 
 How insulting such an attitude is in the eyes of the one who created us! How infuriating 
it must be when we dare to place such expectations on and make such demands of the Son of 
God. How deserving we are not only of a scorching rebuke of silence, but how deserving we are 
of the scorching flames of Hell. 
 We note one other attitude in Herod. Since Jesus had not done any miracles for him, 
since Herod had not had a stunning, jaw-dropping, awe-inspiring encounter with Jesus, since 
Herod had in fact had a rather ordinary encounter (aside from the somewhat unnerving silence) 
with a rather ordinary-looking man, Herod in his disappointment found no reason to believe in 
Jesus or to listen to anything that he had to say. 
 Are you tempted to repeat Herod’s error? Do you find yourself looking for some 
stunning, jaw-dropping, awe-inspiring encounter with Jesus? Do you want to feel something 
big? Do you want your attendance in Jesus’ house to be earth-shaking (maybe literally)? Maybe 
not rolling around on the floor and speaking in tongues, but…well, something! 
 If so, you’re missing it just like Herod missed it. The personal encounter with Jesus, the 
stunning, jaw-dropping, awe-inspiring encounter with Jesus comes every time we get together 
for worship. It comes not through his tricks, but through his Word.  
 To hear that we will not receive an eternal scorching rebuke in Hell—that’s stunning. To 
read that Jesus walked silently back to Pilate’s palace to be condemned to death on the cross, 
where he would pay for the sins of the world—including our sins of treating Jesus as though he 
exists for our amusement and selfish gratification—that’s jaw-dropping. To hear that his reason 



for doing this was his love for me—that’s awe-inspiring. To have him give me the very body and 
blood with which he won my salvation—that’s personal. 
 Herod blew his one encounter with Jesus. He didn’t understand—nor did he attempt 
to—he didn’t understand who Jesus was or what he was really about. Therefore all he got out 
of his encounter with Jesus was a few fleeting minutes of fun. 
 When we encounter Jesus, may we not blow it. May we listen to his Word and rejoice at 
the forgiveness and certainty of eternal life that it brings. Amen. 
 

Midweek 4: 

He Had Been Wanting to See Jesus 

Text: Luke 23:6-12 

 

 

Introduction: If you had your choice of participating in any activity within a day’s drive of our 

church, what would you do? How about staring at a box with moving pictures? How many hours 

a week do you spend watching TV? It’s one of the great ironies of our time: people with money 

and freedom have always struggled to fill the hours of their days. Tonight, Herod Antipas, a man 

who could do almost anything he wanted, had an unfulfilled desire for entertainment. 

 

I. I. He had been wanting to see Jesus. He hoped to see a miracle. 

A. A. This was Herod Antipas. He ruled only Galilee and Perea, not Jerusalem. 

B. B. Pontius Pilate sent Jesus to him. 

1.1. He was not a nice man. 

2.2. He wanted to see Jesus. 

C. C. He didn’t want to see Jesus so that his guilty conscience could have peace. 

1.1. He had executed John the Baptist at his wife’s request. 

2.2. He concluded that Jesus must be John the Baptist raised from the dead. 

3. 3. The one person who could have made a difference in his life came, and all 

Herod wanted to see were magic tricks! 

D. D. People with freedom and money get bored very easily. 

1.1. It’s the nature of sinful man to be restless and discontent. 

2. 2. Never before in history had God come in the flesh—and Herod missed it! 

E. E. Do we see God tonight? 

1. 1. Are we satisfied with the greatest miracle in history, or do we want 

something else? 

2.2. It takes discipline to study and grow and understand the gospel. 

F. F.  We have no defense for hearts that aren’t committed to hearing God’s 

Word. 

G. G. God is not going to review our sins on judgment day. 

1. 1. God is going to declare that we were totally committed to hearing and 

learning his Word. 

2.2. Jesus has taken our sins away. 

3. 3. Herod thought he had power over Jesus, but Jesus let all this happen so 

that he could carry our sins to the cross. 

 



1. II. He had been wanting to see Jesus. God wanted to show him his Savior. 

B. A. We often make entertainment more important than things we really care about. 

C. B. Herod plied Jesus with many questions. 

1.1. Jesus wouldn’t play ball. 

2.2. The chief priests stood there accusing him. 

3. 3. Herod got bored, his soldiers began to mock Jesus, and he sent him away 

without ever understanding to whom he had been speaking. 

D. C. Jesus didn’t have to let this Roman puppet and his puny soldiers abuse him. 

E. D. Both Herod and Pilate thought there was a silver lining to this day: they set aside 

their differences. 

F. E. Do we ever walk away from this building thinking the best thing that happened 

here was that we got to see people we like? 

1.1. God does want us to love the people here. 

2. 2. But even if we never get close to anyone in this building, God still shows 

us Jesus here. 

G. F. Jesus stood in our place. 

1. 1. He refused to defend himself so that we won’t have to defend ourselves on 

judgment day. 

2.2. When this day was done, every sin of every person was paid for. 

3.3. In the gospel, the Holy Spirit proclaims Jesus to us. 

4.4. This is the place where we get to hear that. 

 

Conclusion: We Americans have more freedom and wealth than any nation in history. However, 

there’s a greater freedom than civic freedoms. There’s a greater wealth than money. We 

Christians are free from the power of sin and the threat of hell. We Christians are rich with the 

promise of eternal life. What will we do with that freedom and wealth? On our own, we could 

only waste it, but we are not on our own. God has called us by the gospel. Through that gospel 

he teaches us to treasure these rich gifts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Midweek 4 

He Had Been Wanting to See Jesus 

Text Luke 23:6-12 

 

 

If you had your choice of participating in any activity available within a day’s drive of 

our church, what would you do? Go skiing? Go to a ball game? Visit a museum? How about 

staring at a box with moving pictures? How many hours a week do you spend watching TV? 

Who would’ve ever imagined that a people with as much freedom and as much money as we 

have would dedicate so many hours every week to watching a box with moving pictures? And 

the same point could apply to surfing the Internet. It’s one of the great ironies of our time. It’s 

ironic how important entertainment is to us in general. What does it say about the time we have 

available to us? But that isn’t new. People with money and freedom have always struggled to fill 

the hours of their days. This year during Lent, we’re focusing on the ironies of the passion. 

Tonight, Herod Antipas, a man who could do almost anything he wanted, had an unfulfilled 

desire for entertainment: He had been wanting to see Jesus. 

 

I. 

Luke says, “From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign of 

some sort.” Jesus led prostitutes and tax collectors to repent, and then he warmed their hearts 

with God’s forgiving love. Jesus’ preaching made the crowds hang on his every word. When he 

was only 12 years old, Jesus amazed the great teachers of the law with his knowledge of God’s 

Word. Herod had been wanting to see Jesus. He hoped to see a miracle. 

 

Maybe we should first identify which Herod we’re talking about. King Herod the Great 

ruled when Jesus was born. He’s the one the wise men came to see. He murdered the children 

around Bethlehem. He died soon after that. This man was his son, Herod Antipas. Antipas only 

ruled Galilee, the northern part of Israel and a territory across the Jordan River called Perea. His 

brother, Archelaus, had reigned in Jerusalem for ten years, but the Romans tossed him out and 

put in a governor. By this time, the governor was Pontius Pilate. 

 

Even though he didn’t rule there, this Herod, Herod Antipas, had come to Jerusalem to 

celebrate the Passover. While he was there, one of his political rivals, Pontius Pilate, sent a 

famous prisoner to him: Jesus. Luke tells us that Herod was delighted because for a long time he 

had wanted to see Jesus. Understand, Herod Antipas had engineered the downfall of his brother 

Archelaus. He had married one wife and then replaced her with his niece—who was already 

married to one of his younger brothers. Then, when John the Baptist had accused him of 

adultery, Herod threw him in prison and later killed him. Herod was not a nice man. Yet he 

wanted to see Jesus! 

 

Now, by itself that wouldn’t be ironic, because Jesus did come to reclaim sinners. But 

Herod didn’t want to see Jesus so that his guilty conscience could have peace. He had another 

reason. You see, Herod hadn’t really wanted to execute John the Baptist. He liked listening to 

him, even though he didn’t understand John’s preaching. His new wife, however, hated John. 

When her daughter danced for Herod and pleased him so much that he swore to give her 

anything she asked for, her mother persuaded her to ask for John’s head on a platter. Herod 



complied. However, during that time, Jesus began to become even more famous than John had 

been. Herod concluded that Jesus must be John the Baptist come back from the dead. Ever since 

that time, Herod had been trying to see Jesus—not because he was sorry for what he had done—

but because he wanted to see the miracle worker who could even come back from the dead. What 

an incredible waste! The one person who could’ve made a difference in the life of this blood-

thirsty, power-hungry man actually came to him, and all Herod wanted were magic tricks! 

 

That shouldn’t surprise us. People with freedom and money get bored very easily. Why 

do you think TV and sports and video games are billion-dollar industries? It’s the nature of sinful 

man to be restless and discontent. The newest, best thing that would ever come was standing 

before Herod. Never before in the history of the world had God come in human flesh. God hid 

his glory and power in the body of the man who stood bound before a petty king who was no 

more than a puppet for the Romans. But it was almighty God who stood there in that body that 

was already bruised and bloodied—in that body that would be dead before that day was over. 

And Herod completely missed it. 

 

God had come. God has come. Do we see him tonight? Do we see him in his Word? Do 

we see him when we celebrate the Lord’s Supper? Are we satisfied with the greatest miracle in 

all of history, or do we want something else when we come to church? Do we think church 

should be more entertaining? Are we like spoiled children who want to be wowed and awed and 

spoon-fed? The truth is, being Jesus’ disciple is work! It takes discipline to pay attention in 

church. It takes commitment to study and grow and understand the difference between the gospel 

of Jesus Christ and what our society passes off as spirituality. We live in a culture that has too 

much wealth, too much free time, and too many entertainment opportunities that compete with 

listening to the simple truths of God’s Word. Are we turning into Herods? 

 

We have no defense for hearts that aren’t committed to hearing the Word of God. We can 

make no excuse for minds that wander and wish we could be doing something more entertaining. 

Even though there have been many times when we were satisfied with God’s Word, we haven’t 

been perfect. If God would play the recording of our hearts on judgment day, the only verdict he 

could render is guilty—guilty of wanting to be spoon-fed, guilty of wanting to see miracles, 

guilty of disengaging our minds and hearts over and over again. The punishment for guilt is hell.  

 

God is not going to play that tape though. God is not going to review our sins on 

judgment day. Instead, God is going to rule that we never let our minds wander here. God is 

going to declare that for every moment of our lives, we were totally and completely committed 

to hearing, learning, and living according to his Word. Why will God issue that finding? Because 

Jesus has taken our sin away. That’s the irony of Jesus standing next to Herod. The spoiled 

prince thought he had power over the Son of God—but it only seemed that way. Jesus let all this 

happen to him so that he could carry our sins to the cross. There Jesus paid for Herod. If he paid 

for Herod, he paid for us. God has forgiven us, even for our discontented hearts and minds. 

 

II. 

One of the ironies about the entertainment culture we live in is that we often make 

mindless entertainment more important than things we really care about. A former missionary in 

our synod told the story of the first year he and his wife were married. The only TV programs 



they had were in Spanish, because they were living in South America. But they didn’t speak 

enough Spanish yet to enjoy them. So they spent many evenings playing games and talking. 

Some of that was probably due to being newlyweds, but that missionary thought they lost 

something when television assumed a greater role in their lives. It’s easy for a stupid thing like 

TV to eclipse the spouse we treasured on our wedding day. Herod’s sin blinded him. He put 

entertainment ahead of the gift God gave the world. Herod had been wanting to see Jesus. God 

wanted to show him his Savior. 

 

Luke says, “He plied him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer.” In 

ancient times, kings kept wise men at their courts. Herod thought Jesus could answer all the hard 

questions his wise men couldn’t, but Jesus wouldn’t play ball. While Herod was trying to enjoy 

his prisoner, the leaders of the Jews were there “vehemently accusing him.” They were trying to 

distract Herod. The worst thing they could imagine was Jesus doing a miracle and getting Herod 

on his side. But they need not have worried. Jesus had no intention of showing Herod any 

miracles that day. So Herod did what all spoiled children do when they get bored. He and his 

soldiers mocked Jesus. They hung a royal robe over his shoulders and insulted him. And then 

Herod sent Jesus away without ever understanding to whom he had been speaking.  

 

 Jesus didn’t have to hold his tongue when his enemies launched those vehement 

accusations. He didn’t have to let this Roman puppet and his puny soldiers abuse and insult him. 

If he had offered a defense, no court in heaven or on earth could have condemned him. However, 

because Jesus loves us, he allowed this petty king to abuse him and then send him back to Pilate. 

This was all another step to the cross for him and to life for us. Unfortunately, Herod never saw 

that and neither did Pontius Pilate, who had sent Jesus to him hoping to get rid of a political 

headache. Neither man made a real effort to understand who Jesus really was. So both men 

missed their Savior that day. 

 

The sad thing is that both men thought there was a silver lining to that lousy day. Before 

this, they had been enemies. However, when Pilate sent Jesus to him, Herod finally got to see the 

miracle worker. Even though it turned out to be a big bust from his perspective, it wasn’t Pilate’s 

fault. Pilate didn’t get rid of his problem. He still had to judge Jesus. He still had to weigh his 

political future against doing what he knew justice demanded. But Herod hadn’t made him look 

any worse to the Jews. So they put aside their differences. What irony. They thought that was the 

best thing that happened to them on the day Jesus died to take away their sins! 

 

Are we ever like these men? Do we ever walk away from this building thinking the best 

thing that happened here was that we got to see some people we like? Are we ever disappointed 

because we don’t have enough youth activities or we just don’t feel close to these people? Do we 

ever think about leaving this congregation because the church that may be closer to home seems 

so much more comfortable? God certainly does want us to love one another here. But even if we 

never get close to one person in this room and even if we never quite feel completely 

comfortable here, God still shows us Jesus here. Isn’t that worth the trip?  

 

Yes! Because Jesus stood in our place. He was mocked so that God won’t mock us in 

hell. He refused to defend himself so that we won’t have to defend ourselves on judgment day. 

Jesus went to the cross even for Herod and Pilate and the priests who were accusing him. When 



that day was done, every sin of every believer and even of every unbeliever was paid for. Our 

sins were paid for. In the gospel, the Holy Spirit proclaims Jesus to us. Now we are free. We are 

forgiven. We belong to Jesus. This is the place where we hear that. The heart of our fellowship, 

the source of our love for one another, is hearing about that forgiveness. Through that gospel of 

forgiveness, God creates feelings of friendship and comfort. Hear that good news together! 

 

We Americans have more freedom and wealth than any nation in history. But there’s a 

greater freedom than our civic freedoms. There’s a greater wealth than money. We Christians are 

free from the power of sin and the threat of hell. We Christians are rich with the promise of 

eternal life. What will we do with that freedom? What will we do with that wealth? On our own, 

we could only waste it—wishing for entertainment, searching vainly for something new, 

constantly looking for fellowship in all the wrong places. But we are not on our own. God has 

called us by the gospel. He’s given us faith. Through that gospel, he teaches us to treasure these 

rich gifts. By God’s power, we want to see Jesus. Come and see your Savior here! Amen.  

 

 


